United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



| ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. | CONFIRMATION NO~ 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



10/721,145 



11/25/2003 



7590 



03/09/2006 



Rohm and Haas Company 
Gary D. Greenblatt 
100 Independence Mall West 
Philadelphia, PA 19106 



Thomas Frederick KaufTman 



AO 1466 



6321 



EXAMINER 



BERMAN, SUSAN W 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



1711 

DATE MAILED: 03/09/2006 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

10/721,145 


Applicant(s) 

KAUFFMAN ET AL. 


Examiner 

Susan W. Berman 


Art Unit 

1711 





~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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Response to Amendment 

The rejection of claims under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Rowe (4,305,854) is 
withdrawn because Rowe disclose urethane (meth)acrylates while the instant claims now recite 
polyurethanes. Applicant discloses non-reactive liquid polyurethanes as elastomeric component. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant argues that Lewandowski et al teach UV radiation in the presence of a photoinitiator 
rather than electron beam irradiation in the absence of a photoinitiator. This argument is not persuasive 
with respect to the instant claims language. It is known in the art that electron beam radiation can be used 
in the presence of a photointiator. Furthermore, the phrase "substantially free of photoinitiator" does not 
exclude the presence of photoinitiator in the instantly claimed process or composition. 

Applicant argues that a pressure sensitive adhesive is not equivalent to a cold seal adhesive 
because of different performance characteristics. Applicant discloses that a cold seal adhesive is a 
material that has good cohesion at ambient temperatures, good primary adhesion to substrates and good 
non-blocking character. Pressure sensitive adhesives are also known to have good cohesion and adhesion 
to substrates. Applicant argues that a cold seal adhesive placed in contact with a release coated film and 
placed under pressure and heat will not form a permanent bond, while PSA's are designed to maintain 
adherence under the same conditions. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis 
for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 
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Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Lewandowski et al 
(5,747,551) disclose UV curable pressure sensitive adhesive compositions comprising from 0.1 to about 
15% of a photoinitiator. The compositions comprise from 10-80 % acrylated urethane, 0-70% acrylate 
monomer, 0.1-25% acrylated polybutadiene and from 0 to 50% tackifier. With respect to claims 4, 5 and 
8, compositions comprising amounts of photoinitiator about 0.1 % are considered to meet the claim 
requirement "substantially free of photoinitiator". With respect to claims 2, 6 and 10, the disclosed 
compositions would be expected to provide an adhesive having the required Tg since the components of 
the compositions disclosed and set forth in the instant claims correspond to one another. 

Claims 1, 2, 4-6, 8 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Shi et al 
(6,921,454) Shi et al disclose elastomer toughened radiation curable adhesives. Liquid rubbers can be 
employed as the elastomer (column 4, lines 23-28). Weight percents elastomer is from about 3 to about 50 
percent by weight (column 4, lines 40-47). A cationic photoinitiator in amounts from 0.01 to 20% by 
weight and curing by UV or electron beam irradiation is taught (column 5, lines 19-33). With respect to 
claims 4, 5 and 8, compositions comprising small amounts of photoinitiator, such as about 0.01 %, are 
considered to meet the claim requirement "substantially free of photoinitiator". With respect to claims 2, 
6 and 10, the disclosed compositions would be expected to provide an adhesive having the required Tg 
since the components of the compositions disclosed and set forth in the instant claims correspond to one 
another. 



Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 
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Honda et al (4,317,862) disclose a photosensitive resin comprising a liquid elastomer, acrylate monomer 
and 1 part by weight photointiator. Honda et al teach UV radiation curing to seal glass sheets. 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this Office 
action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is 
reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE MONTHS from 
the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing 
date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH 
shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action 
is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX 
MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Susan W Berman whose telephone number is 571 272 1067. The examiner can normally 
be reached on M-F 9:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, James 
Seidleck can be reached on 571 272 1078. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 703-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained 
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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